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had to do this as a side line ; that I was also appealing on behalf
of "The Maoril and Worker. " Was doing my two columns per week
for that paper , and also doing my bit on the public platform. Of
course I could not have done this work if it had not been for that
splendid old Union, the Canterbury General Labourers, and my
daugh ter , who ably assisted me without once grumbling. The Seditious
Prisoners gave her a gold bangle and gave me a watch, for which I
thank the m.

Ver y well , Semple was gaoled, and it was resolved that his wife
and family shou ld not suffer for want of food. Before th e Lyttelton
Gaol gates wer e proper ly locked on Brother Semple, Fred Cooke wa s
arrested. Th en dur ing the Conference Pat Fraser was arrested. Tom
Brindle took Fraser's te a to the watch-house, and he was arrested.
By this time eve ryo ne who was prominent at all in the Labour move­
ment wa s expecting the li ttl e tap on the shoulder and the "cornealong­
wlthrne." P er sonall y, I am of the opinion that a lot more would
have been arrested bu t for the fact that Harry Holland told the
Hon. \Y. H. Herries , during a deputa tion sent by the Conference,
"That we wer e qu it e aware of a blac k list that had been prepared,
and that th e names on that lis t were know n to us ." This caused
the pannicky Ca binet to pull in a bit : To write up the history of
those days in a serio us way is ra th er hard on me, because the thing
was so silly. With P. C. Webb I did a tour of the West Coast. It
was really exciting because wh erever we went we were followed by
members of th e Sh erlock Holm es Un ion of Worker s, But I believe
they had a good ti me , and so did we. Looking back over those meet­
in gs I am bound to laugh. One good -natured, fat old "John" came
to me and said, " :\ [1' . Howard, I was inst r ucted to take down your
s pee ch last eve ni ng, and I must say you went very close to sedition."
"Great heaven s," sa id I , "w ha t did I say? Think of the (grass) widows
and orphans that will suffer if I am put in gaol." He shook hi s
head and sa id, "Well , I am givi ng you the warning; they are watching
you very closely, and I know pa r ts of your speech have already been
sent in to th e au th orities." "For the love of Mike tell me what
part is se ditious , because I have delivered that speech so often that
Pat Webb knows it off by heart , and I daren 't let him speak first for
fear he will sa y it .'.' It appea rs I had been telling a joke of a boy
who was sitting over on e of those gratings in the side channel with
a hook on the end of a piece of string hanging from the end of a
stick. A r ev. gen tleman stands and looks at the boy for a moment,
and says, "Wha t are you doin g, boy?" The boy answers, without
looking up, "Fishing! " "Fishing, fish ing," said the pa rson . "What
fish do you expect to ca tch down there ?" And the boy replied, "Snigs.'
"Snigs," sa id the parson, "what are snigs?" And the boy replied, "I
don't know yet, I ain 't caught an y," and the n I used to apply it
by saying the Government was fishin g for "snigs ," and they would be
surprised wh en they found out what th ey we r e going to catch. And
this dear old boob sa id that wa s se ditious . I ca n only assume th e
Government had a little se nse of humour left , and they did n't want
to get laughed at, or I shoul d have been gathe re d in. Take Semple's
offence as an example of th e easy way a man could be gaoled. Here
was the charge: "That he sa id at Christchurch-'Then there would be
no need for con scription to ask a man with home ties and respon­
sibilities under th e presen t set of circumstances to leave his family
and this country on 6/- a day, pay a pound to the landlord and go

I

l

and
Fund

Seditious Prisoners
Conscientious Objectors

COl\IRADES,-

We collected £ 3680/5/- dur ing th e ti me the world was being
made safe for Democracy. For obvious r ea sons, no statement has
bee n published previous to this. Durrng times wh en a fellow could
be arreste d for saying the Lord 's Prayer , it was ju st as well not
to irritate ou r fr iends the ene my, who wer e in a very nervy condition.
The history of the fund should now be known to all. But to place
it on recor d, as they say in Par liament, I am issuing this statement.
Bob Semple ha d bee n arres ted . He wa s charged "That on November
26, 191&, a t Wellington, he expre ssed a seditious intention con trary
to cla use 3 of the War Regulations of Sep temb er 20, 1915." It was
common knowle dge that a list had bee n pr epared of m en to be gaoled,
and that if any of these me n were to dare to wink at a soldier it
would be an act of sedition or would be of se ditious tendenc y. To-day
it appears like a joke,but at the t ime these th ings were taking place
it was certainly no joke. So it was decided at a Conf er ence held
in Wellington on December 20, 1916, and followin g days, to se t up
a committee consisting of Messrs. Glover of "The 'Worke r ," Grayndler
of the A.P .U., Bru ce of the Wa ter sid e Worker s ' Union, l\IcKenz ie of
the Grocers' Union, with myself as organ ising Secr etary, to coll ect
funds. A better committee I have n ever worke d with. They met
in Well ington occasionally and sent me inst ru ctions how to payout,
but they gave me an absoolute free hand as how to coll ect. It stands
to reason that I should not have been so su ccessful wi th this job
if it had not bee n for this splendid committee. £ 3680 takes som e
collecting. It must be r em emb ered that mos t of this came in in small
s ums. Half-a- crown, three shill ings, five shillings, and so on . . And
wi th each contr ibu tio n came a letter that had to be replied
to. Th e consequence was that over three thousand letters and
r eceipts had to be se nt ou t, and , in many instances, details of the
income and ex penditure had to be also sent. In most cases this
wa s a labour of love. But in one or two cas es Uncle Ted did not
se nd "Good Thoughts at nine." One dear comrade sent a half-a­
cr own. He ask ed would I pl ea se send a receipt and a copy of receipts
and ex penditure up to da te. I r epli ed to th e effect that to do so
would cost more than 2/6, bu t if he would run down to Chr istchur ch
(he lived awa y up on the Eas t Coast of th e Nor th Island) I ,~ou ld

gladly submit the books to him. H e r eplied tha t he would contl'lb~te
no more as I had t reated h im shamefully. I ask ed would he Iike
his ha lf- a-d ollar returne d. Taking it all in all, I think the comrades
right throughout the Domi nio n treated me gr an dly. They kn ew I



to fight, and leave his offspring to starve and to dep end on th e
cold charity of th e aristocratic section of the commu nit y. It is too
much to ask any man, and if you are going to ask a man to sacrifice
all he has got, to desert his hom e and wife and wa lk away to figh t
for the country that is monopolised by rich people, wh y no t give him
some guarantee that h is wi fe and family will ge t all the y de sire in
his absence?'" Returned soldi ers should mark that pa ssage and ask
themselves, was no t Bob fighting on their behalf ? And in almost
every case it will be found that th e m en gaoled were ou t fighting on
behalf of the men who thought it their duty to go to th e front. I
cannot go into the history of those times, much as I would lik e to if I
could afford the printing. \Ve have got to laugh th es e people out
of court. We have got to show the utter foolishn es s of the present
system. We will never kill the system by takin g it s eriously. If
we can get the people to se e the silly side of th e junker s we sha ll
be able to get rid of them. So then, day after day, th e gaol gates
was opened to admit on e or other of our good comrades. And our
gaol system is so much the better for it. The warders and gaole rs
had been used to having the s cum of the earth under th eir cha rge.
And it was a change for them to have honest, upright citi zens com­
mitted to their care. There are some warders, of cours e, that could
not be improved. That is the type that are born warders. Their
place is gaol, and whilst it's hard on the prisoners it can not be helped
until the breed dies out. Well, for a s ta r t , we were able to pay £ 2
per week to each wife and 5/- per week to each child dependent.
Gradually we increased that; but at no time did anyon e ge t more than
a bare living. The maximum was made £ 4 per week , but only a
few received the maximum. It will be noted in th e sta te me nt of
accounts that some got more than others, bu t th is will be accounted
for by the number of ch ildre n . The single men received £ 25 each
on release, and only in cases wh ere a mother was dep endent on them
did they receive anything besides. There are on e or two it ems that
cannot be fully explained, but no money was expended ex cept it wa s
submitted to a committee at th e Trades Hall. I trust com ra des will
be able to read into this what is meant without furth er explana tion.
Shall we call it comforts for th e prisoners?

~Ir. Glover acted as agent in Wellington and paid all a ccounts
there, but, of course" every penny he received pa ssed through my
accounts and was acknowledged in "The Worker" weekly. In Auck­
land, Mr. W. Richards did th e same, and on th e Coast Xlr. Geo .
Hunter was the agent. I will give a general s umma ry of ea ch man 's
accounts and a final summary of the whole. It will ·be remembered
that the Executive of the ~Iiners' Union was roped in , and also
~Iessrs. Flood, Langley and Hunter. These were able to get released
after a short while, but the Rev. :\11'. Chapple served his full term.

The C.O.'s.-At about the time the last of the Seditious Prisoners
were being released, the first of the C.O.'s were being taken to gaol.
The funds fell off very rapidly, and we were only able to pay a very
small amount to these dependents. The only reason for this fallin g
off that I can see was that there had been a considerable amount
of money contributed by th e comrades for other purposes , viz., two
by-elections and a "Worker" sustenance fund , and se cond because,
at the start, it was only men without children being taken , and it
was generally felt that the women could work. But I can guan-

a ntee that most of these women, if not a ll, were not in a fit st ate to
work, and that non e of them cou ld be accus ed of takin g on e penny
that they were not litera lly fo rced to. In fact, th e women were
grand, an d under very t rying circumstances. We had three ma ter-·
n it y cases, for wh ich we paid all expe nses. Th ere is an item in
this accoun t tha t will need explain ing. ~Ir. an d ~Irs . Price had been
gao le d for shelt erin g their boy. Jus t a work ing-class couple, and
when they were re leased th ey wer e right up a gains t it, so th e com­
mittee voted the m £ 10. It will be r em embered that th e epidemic
came on duri ng the time our me n were in gaol, and it broke out in
the prison . We so ug ht permission, a nd obt a ine d it, to send comforts
int o th e s ick me n a t T'empl eto n . We were al so permitted to send
Chris tmas comforts in. It will be no ted in the C.O. expe ndit u re th e
pos ta ge a ccount is ra th er hi gher than in th e Seditious Prisoners'
a ccount. This is a ccoun ted fo r by the fa ct that I used to send a
Post Office order in a regis tered envelope, wi th a s ta mped, addressed
envelope for repl y and a sta mpe d r eceip t to s rgn . Many of these
women I nev er sa w, a nd th ey were dealt with en ti re ly through the
post.

To sum up, I a m gla d this n ighuuare is over. I am gla d tha t
our comra des are a ll in th eir hom es a gain. I rendered all th e
se rvice I possibl y cou ld to make it ea sy for th e women and children.
I have no t had th es e a ccounts audi ted, and I do not intend doing so
unless someon e demands it. I acknowl edged eve ry penny I receiv ed
from week to week in "The Worker," and that wa s my check on
th e incom e. Every th ing pa id ou t is expla ine d in this a ccount, and
eac h one will be abl e to see the ir own a ccount. Th e books can be
seen at any rea son a bl e time by any person who cont r ibuted to th e
fund s . . There are dozen s of people I would like to lhank for th e
way they stood by the fund, but space will no t permit. Bu t I must
place on r ecord the fact that we cou ld not have don e the things
we did withou t the aid of "T HE ~lAORILAND WORKER." It
pu bli shed all ou r appea ls and all our receip ts fr ee. On behalf of th e
the women and ch ildren I te nder "T he Worker" our sincere thanks.
An yon e who has had any experience of ad ministering funds of this
cha racter will appreciate the amount of hard work that it en ta ils.
Without th e ass is tan ce of my daughter I could no t have ca rried the jo b
th rough. I am gla d it is over. I tr ust that thi s s ta te me n t will not
be given to the press or to anyone who wa s no t in sympa thy or who
did no t con t r ibute to the fund. It is a priva te ma tt er between those
who gave and those who r eceiv ed and myself. -Sincerely,

Eo J . HOW ARD.



£30 6 0

Mrs. Maddren and )1rs . Kiely had a son eac h arrested. As these
boys helped keep th e homes go ing we had to assist. Mr s . Worrall ,
who had no ch ildren , at her reques t, only r eceived a small weekly
allowance. Mrs. Henderson and Mr s . MeDonald only came on the
funds when their own savings gave out. Mrs. Blackburn received
this small amount because she was ill at Ch r istmas time. Sh e was
the wife of a soldier in gaol at the sa me tim e as 0111' own men .

HOWARD'S E X PENDITURE S.P. FUND.

£ s. d. £ s. d.

Mrs . Thorn, sen ..... 54 0 0 Mrs. K iel y 44 6 7
Mrs. H. Arms trong 167 0 0 xtrs , N. Ro berts . .. . 68 5 0
xrrs. F. Cooke . ..... 135 10 0 M rs . W. Wo rral L.. 45 4 4
Mrs. Chapple . . .. ... . 177 9 0 ~1rs. G. Samms .... 88 13 0
.T. O'Brien ... ... . ....... 40 0 0 Mr s. V. Kelly ..... ... 102 5 2
P. O'Rourke . ...... . .. 41 0 0 )[rs. Maddren .... .... 33 0 0
R. Semple 40 0 0 xrrs. F. Ro bin son 64 0 0
P . Ramsay 25 0 0 Xlrs. J. Walker ...... 64 5 0
R. Williams 25 0 '0 *Mr s. Duke . ... ...... .. 11 2 0
Supreme Cou rt Mrs. I.... J essup .... .. 107 8 6

Appeals 12 12 0 Mrs. ElIman . .. ..... . . 30 0 0
Sec. Expenses to Mr s. A. C. Gadd . ._ . 74 0 0

Wellington 5 0 0 Mrs. Quartermain 63 '0 0
Expenses r e Hun- )1rs. E . Hamilton 33 0 0

ter, Flood, and xrrs. E. Bu r gess ... . 97 7 0
Langl ey 8 14 5 Mrs. Price 10 0 0

Postage and Ex- Mrs. Henderson ... . 48 0 0
change 10 0 0 )[rs . ~l. D. xrencn-

Special Item R e- aId ....... ... .. ..... ..... 15 1 9
ferred to . . . . .. ... . .. 32 18 4 Mrs. Blackburn .... 5 0 0

Printing and Stat- Fares to T emple-
ionery ..... -..... .. .. . 10 0 0 ton . . .. . . .... . .. ... . . .. . . 6 0 0

Fares and Break- E pidemic and
fasts , Ly tt el ton 5 0 0 Ch ristmas com -

Incidentals 7 15 0 for ts ................ .... 5 0 0
Mrs. Burrows . .. . . . .. 67 0 0 Prin ting ...... ... ....... 5 ] 0 6
Mrs. Harding ........ 2 10 0 Po s tages and Ex-
Mrs. J . Robert s .... 73 0 0 change . . . . ........ . . . . 15 0 0
Mrs. H. Jordon .... 110 5 6 In cid en tals 10 0 0
xrrs. Hayden . .. .. . . . . . 74 4 8
xrrs. 1\t Ga vin ...._. 90 7 1 £2259 14 10

*Note.-T he So ciet y of Friends sent a donation for this amount,
which appeared in the ge ne r a l receipts , and provided for )1r s . Duke
for the r emainder of her term.

145 3 0
94 16 0

£ s. d.
12 10 0

8 5 0
25 0 0

148 11 6
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31 10 0
31 10 0
52 0 0
10 9 5

o 10 0

9 11 0
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T. Helson
J . Wesl ey
.T. Thorn .
S. F ournier
J . Loughran .
J . H . Jones .
T. Brindl e .
A. Johnson .
Sundries .
C.O.'s - .
~Irs . Hardin g .
Xlrs , Gould

HUNTER, RUNANGA.
£ s. d .

.... 122 10 '0
78 0 0
038
1 0 0

] 2 0 0
0 8 6

G.PER

I.;X PENDI TU RE.

£ s . rI.

PER ~IR. W. RICHARDS.
£ s . d.
20 0 0Mrs . Noakes

W ir es re release of
Mlners .

Beds, 1\1eals, Re-
leased Miners .

Stamps .

Mrs. O'R ourke
xrrs. O'Brten
Exc hange
Expe nses, concer t
P . C. W eb b, r efund
Sundries .

EXPENDITURE

T OTAL R E CEIPTS.
£ 3680/5/ -.

Note.-The ~lin ers ' Executive was gaoled in Auckland.

P er xtr. Glo ver, S.P .
W. Parker 222 7 6
C. Edwards 9 ]0 0
H. P earch ]2 0 '0
P . Fras er 96 11 0
R. Semple 132 0 0
P. Campbel l . 3 0 0
J. Arbuckle 13 15 0
J . Cumm ing ] 2]0 0
.J. J ones 15 0 0
.1. ~Ialoney 15 0 0
A. Jordon 12]0 0
R. Wintl e 13 ]5 · 0
.1. H. O'Erien ]3 15 0
J . Winnard 12 10 '0 £ 1148 ]8 . 5

NOTE.-There wa s no Committee for t he C.O. Fund.

£214 2 2

Note.-The item to P . C. W ebb is a re fun d. ~[r. Webb se n t
m e £ 20, but did no t say wha t it was for . I assumed it was for th e
Seditious Prisoners ' Fund, but found out later it was for a s ick com­
rade a t the Sanatorium. As th e it em appears in t he income it had to
appear in the expend it u re in thi s way. The diff erence was a contri­
bu tion from )[r. W ebb to th is fund.-E ..T.H.



W o rker Prin t. 290 W akefie ld Str eet. \\'e lllnll' t on .

Balance __ __ __ . . £ 27 3 7

£ s. d.
3680 5 0
3653 1 5

£ s. d.
1148 18 5

214 2 2
30 6 0

2259 14 10

£3653 1 5

T OTAL RECE IPTS, £ 3680/ 5/-.

E . J . HOW'AR D, H on. Secreta ry.

EXPENDITURE.

To tal Receip t s __ __ . ..
To tal Exp endi ture .

Per ~I r . Glover .
P er :\11'. Hunter __ __ .
P er :\11'. W. Richards .
P er ~Ir . E . J . Howa r d __ ..

TOTAL A:\IOUNT PAID TO SEDITIOUS PRISONERS OR
DEPENDENTS.

£ s. d. £ s. d .

Noakes .. .................. 2'0 0 0 Cumming 12 10 0
Parker ...... . .. . .. . .... . .. 222 7 6 J . Jones . .. . . .. ..... ... ... 15 0 0
Semple .. _-........ ..... . 172 0 0 :\Ialoney . ............... 15 0 0
Armstro ng 167 0 0 Jordon ... . . .... ... _-_ .. . 12 10 0
O'Ro ur ke 163 10 0 Wintl e .-_. __. ........ ... 13 15 0
O'Brien ....... ........... 118 0 0 Winnard . .. . ........... . 12 10 0
Thorn .... ... . . .. ...... ... 79 0 0 H elson . ......... ........ 12 10 '0
Brindle ..... ---_ ... _--_.. 31 10 0 Wesley .- ... .. . -- .. - .. -.- 12 10 0
Fraser

,
96 11 0 Fo urnier 148 1] 6. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . .. .....

Ramsay ... . .. . . . . .... . ... 25 0 0 Lough r an 5 0 0
Williams 25 0 0 J . H. J on es . . . . . . . . .. . . 31 ] 0 0
Edwards .. --_. __. .. .. ... 9 10 '0 J oh n s ton e 52 0 0
P earch . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . -- .. 12 0 0 J . O'Brien .............. 13 15 0
Cam pbell 3 0 0 Cooke ... - ................ 135 10 0
Ar buck le ..... - .... ...... ] 3 15 0 Chapple . ... ...... ... -.- .. 177 9 0

T he balance ( £27/3 / 7) will be u sed for printing th is st ateme nt
of accounts.


